Varicella infection following varicella vaccination in a liver transplant recipient.
Varicella infection may result in significant morbidity and mortality in patients who have received an orthotopic liver transplant (OLT). It is unclear if vaccinating these patients against varicella-zoster virus (VZV) infection is safe or effective. We report on a liver transplant recipient with no prior history of VZV infection who was given the varicella vaccine after an indirect VZV exposure. The patient was subsequently hospitalized twice for treatment of cutaneous varicella infection. We will discuss VZV infection, particularly in relation to liver transplantation, and review the prophylaxis and management of VZV infection after OLT.